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SOUTH AUSTRALIA Bulletin No. 9 of 1959. 


Numbers of livestock in the State at 31st Ifarch for each of the last five years aré 
summarised below. Following tables give statistics for each type of livestock in greater 
detail, 


Livestock Numbers - 31st March 


- Classification fr 4955, 1956 #| «41957 «| «1958 | 1959 | 
| ae ie 
| SHEEP lee | | | 
| Under 1 year | 2592.9! 2,906.3 | 3545702 | 343609 | 306467 

' 4 year and over 10,224.2 | 10,678.6 | 11,526 6 11,799.6 42,572.6 | 
| Total 42,817+1 | 13,584.9 | 1498368 | 15,236.5 | 15,6343 

| CADTLE | | Re | | 

Dairy Cows | 199.3. 195.0 — 494.5 191.2 | 487.8 | 
| Other Dairy Cattle 69.6 | 69.3 Taso || 67 6 | 60.6 

| Beef Cattle : 254.9 301.8 | 356.1 | 338.24 | 327.7 | 
| Total ‘ “523.8; 566.14 | 621.6 | 5072 |  S1Oet | 
HORSES | 48.9 44.5 | 44.0 | 3567 | 3343 | 
| PIGS | 84.5 | Tea9. | 92.2 | 108.3 | 98.4 
SHEEP 


Since the two-year drought which caused sheep numbers to fall from 
1944 to 6,786,500 in 1946, there has bee 
Slaughterings and mortality in the past t 
marked in 1958 have affected this trend, 


n a rapid increase in numbers... 
wo years, and a fall of almost 500,000 in lambs 


10,359,700 in 
Higher rates of 


put despite this a new record of 15,634,326 
sheep was established - 397,781 more than the 1958 record. 


Sheep Numbers - 3ist March 


Be cicsificstion | 1955 | 1956 | 197 | 1998 | 1959 | 
; oiggo: i800 [OO 1000 | ~ 1000 | 
Rams | 16363| 1698 | 184.3 | 488.7 | 197.6 
Breeding Ewes | 5,886.5) 6,324.5 | 6,976.2 PUA 7,284.3 
Other Ewes 784.05 | 750.6 7119.6 Se 826.2 
‘ethers | 3438929 343367 | 364625 3,987 «2 4,264.5 
Lambs | 2459269 2,906.3 | 3945762 3943609 | 3406147 
eee sne cet a en eS ae 
Total | 1281764) 13,5849 | 14,983.8 | 15923605 | 15,634.43 
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Particulars of the breeds of sheep as at 31st March 1958 and 1959 are: 
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In 1958 there were decreases from the 1957 records in ewes mated (8.50%) 
The lambing percentage of 76.07% was somewhat 


velow that of recent years, but nevertheless is the seventh-highest ever recorded in the 


State. 
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Lambing - Years 1954 to 1958 
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that they intended to mate a total of 7,156,042 ewes in 1959 - 
4,650,755 to merino rams, ae 322 to corriedale and polwarth, 1,330,127 to shortwool and 
(24,838 to other longwool ram 


60% of the 1956/57 value, as average price was the lowest for ten years. 


The last three seasons are compared with 1950/51 
prices) in the following table: 


Particulars 
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fotal Clip, Crutchings, etc. 


| 


‘verage per fleece 


ae vO0l Production (a) 
salue of Production 
iverage price (greasy), 


Adelaide sales 


(2) Includes fellmongered wool, wool 


(>) Preliminary figures. 


‘O00 


000 1b. 
lb. 
‘OOO 1b. 


| £000 : 


| 
d ° ; 


| 
| 
i 
} 
! 
| 
} 
| 


Roser if 1956- 51 
“40,736 “455717 
114,309 ; 175,274 
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56.11 


exoorted on skins and dead wool. 


timated total wool production, 187,400,000 1b, is only slightly 
However value of production was only about 


(the season of boom 


1958-59 


465521 
170,887 | 
40.33 
187,400(b), 
34,171(b) 


45.62 


MLE Number of both dairy and beef cattle fell for the second year in 
succession, and the total number is now 7.32% below the 1957 record of 621,577. 


A considerable rise in slaughterings in 1957-58 and a further slight rise 
4958-59 appear to be mainly responsible for the decrease in numbers. 


Cattle Numbers - 31st March 


1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 


i 


Classification Pe oobe | 996 
7 A000) t= 7006 y= NO0On b  tO0Gs Todor 
IRY CATTLE | 
ows - In Milk 1 109.4 102.5 {OA5@ | QS ve) coe 
bry 60.4 bai 62.6 Oe 58.2 
Springing Heifers (es Se peo OOD ah ete a anes aa 
Total b 105e30 | (o5e0).. 4O4n> § IS Fee. | 
ther Heifers | Wee dtceay 4 16.9 1Oebne ot 16c—4 
alls | 8.8 8.8 Saene 8.6 | 8.0 
alves eee en SeseA Abie Oe 36.5 
Total | 268.9 264.3 265.5 | 258.8 248.4 
EF CATTLE ! | 
ows and Heifers tenon et S4a4 eds iedieGs 7) 6O=6 456.1 
alls | Syioa 568 | 6.7 6.8 667 
alves | CHieseet (hoarle tae hOCss 86.6 VSD 
ther ene ee eee (Cele 91.4 
Ted (5 a RE a 2 
| { { i 
TOTAL CATTLE (52828. 566.1 17 G2ta6 Si ae ees a 
IRY Production of cheese, butter and bacon has been declining for several years 
ODUCTION although preliminary figures show a rise in production of cheese in 1958-59 


Butter production is the lowest since 1930-31. 


Estimated production of milk is slightly higher than in 1957-58, but is 
ill well below the record of 93,950,000 gallons in 1946-47. 


Dairy Production - years ended 30th June 


Production — (unit | 1954-55 1955-56| 1956-57| 1957-58 _ 1958-59(a) 
tter | 1000 Ib» | 19,497-6| 19,541.31 19,260.23) 16,060.7 | 16,000 | 
pese | 1000 lb. | 29,346.9; 28,297-4 26,786.9) 23,509.8 , 25,000 | 
Con and Ham | 1000 lb. | 75254-4| 75676-5) 7,294.8] 6,996.6 | 6,850 
and Total Milk Production | '000 gal. 90,700.0} 90;350,0 | 89,900.0| 80,600.0 , 83,650 


(a) Preliminary figures 


E The number of pigs varies from year to year but has been lower in recent 
years than 10-20 years ago, the maximum being 190,068 in 1940. 
Number of Pigs - 31st March >. 
Meee (tt | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1 
a pee =: : a of = ig = | : | “1 a ag | 
ee / 1000 | jo Lee haee . | 2.6 | 2.4 
ceding Sows 11000 | AD On (Lotsa 144.8 | 16.0 14. 
1 Other | 1000. 69.4 b0s2 oi 75.20 89.7 Be Gm a! 
i H a nF | 
TOTAL re a goed 45 “Ga.2 i 94083 98.4 | 
j { Sats 


HORSES The number of horses has been falling rapidly for many years and there are 
— now only 33,290 compared with the record of 283,641 in 1913. The decline 
has been most marked in the case of draught horses, which numbered 112,811 (68.4% of all 
horses) when first recorded separately in 1943, but are now less than 5% of that figure. 


Number of Horses - 31st March 


Classification | unit | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 1959 | 
| j a ai a a ma saneiens einer naan sae ae t ~ ran 35 peaches this aicioe TS — ee ieee sel 
Foals } 1000 | a, Le et 2.0 1.8 
‘Draught Horses | 1000" 4 fects 10.8 | 8.8 | 6.6 | 5.3 | 
Other Horses BS eee dee ea a 

Total | 1000 | 48.9 Mes VP ae | Bee ears 


Perera 


i 
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SLAUGHTERINGS In 1957/58, slaughterings of sheep, lambs, cattle and calves were the 

— highest ever recorded, and represented a substantial increase over figures 
for preceding years. Preliminary statistics for 1958/59 indicate that except for a 
slight fall in slaughterings of adult sheep, this high level is being maintained. 


Livestock Slaughterings -years ended 30th June 


| Classification | Umit | 1954-55 1955-56 | 1956-57 | 1957-58 | 1958-59(a) 
|Sheep HOO "4435125 | 152542 | 1,242 | tcodee Mag eae 
Lambs 1000 HpAAGeAy lg (O34 | WOUA Onl Meceaet | ease 
Cattle & Calves ; 1000 232.9 | Petal i 252.0 | 282.5 | 288.4 
Pigs . | 1000 | (BGO eesieeses ASI ote mene 

(a) Preliminary figures 
MORTALITY The reported loss of livestock from drought and all other causes during 
108s the years ended 31st liarch, 1955 to 1959 is shovm in the following table: 

Mortality of Livestock - years ended 31st March 
5 a een SS ee 
Classification | Unit | 1b 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1258 

Sheep | 1000 | A36.4 | 447.0 | 475.0 | 584.8 | 596.2 
Lambs | '000 | 403.4 | {16s On) 129.2 | 148.8 | Waa 
Cattle | 000 | 17.0 | 18.0 | 19.7 | 2261 2965 | 
Horses i; *000) | alee 262 | 439 | es 1.8 | 
Pigs | 1000 | one Sosa a5 | 8.3 8.6 | 
i. Fas oo < ko at eed foe 


’ 


The following table shows increases in the numbers of sheep and cattle 
between March 1951 and March 1959, in counties where development has been | 
most rapid and where the greatest increases in top-dressed pastures have 


SE | a ; 
County | i. | Sheep ___ aes | 
i oe igs | 1959 | tmorende) 1 ee eee 
| / 1000 | SUG, laa nse cee 1000 | ¢ | 
Carnarvon | Central | 11722} 368.9 | 215 | ota 565 | 221 
Buckingham | Meceement | 0254-6; 649.3 | 155 | eT 12.6 239 
Cardwell " | Bart acoaeeo 358 1 Bete 4.1 | 483 
iCrey BPtir on | 04,7; 1,288.9 | 83 | 66.1 | 96.6 46 
MacDonnell | " 306.3} 660.8 | 116 | 6.2 17.0 176 
Robe i" | 524.41 1,089.0 | 108 | 15-8 | 38.2 | 143 
peers Western | 316.4 491.0 | ee) ie | jee | 
Russell | M Mallee | 723-6) 24233) 2 | ae 72 | 
Me | 7,765.4) 10,6021 | 37 | 324-6 | 3825 | 16 
) Beate eek BAL ; ; 
___TOMAL spare 10,166.5| 15,634-3_| 54 | 4328 ioe Ee, eee Ses 


; OCK The number of livestock cera LSarcsas 
se tons OP cs end tt in Statistical divisions at the 31st March, 
(N_DIVIoLee e percentage increases for the State are shown for 


the years 1958 and 1959 in the table below. 


Livestock in Divisions - Years ending 3ist March 


a annette name nnte mete nemminnreea IES 5 min one 


Bs: : 2 eee 
| 1958 | 1959 | 1958 | 1959 | 1958 | 1959 1958 | 1959 | 
ee le NO I? » Poo 0 a2 eslope 19 
ee 0). 000. 000 | toto tose con 
| | : | | : | | | 

lentral | 3,227.4) 3,392.4) 164.8 | 164.1) 9.4 | 8.6 | 44.4 | 41.0 | 

ower North | EOD e os 2501964: ec 2 esha th mone th See D5 | ae 

Ipper North ee) Soho) 1924 4) 23.80) 2,8) | oy aro | ac « 

jouth Eastern 3596765 | Sie SOs ities VelGOwa ld 5.4 iGO | agen a Be | 

lestern | 2 VAG | 2,460.9 Wee see | SpA ali eaee | 416.7 | 44,3 

iimey Mallee | 1363-8) 1,381.3 | 27-3 | 28.1 | 2.2 | 4.9 | 23 | 12,0 | 

Total Counties | 14,162.5 | 14,433.7 | Ose oe | aoe, lone 4 apes | Beane 

Outside | | | | 
rtes [120740 | 1,200.6 | 159.8 | 143.5 | 9.2 | 8.9. j-0:0_ eee ol aes 

Motal State = | 15,236.5 | 15,634.3 | Se seb iiorn a Cun ices | 108.3 | 98.4 | 
| | | | | | | | 

Increase over | | 

previous year | 252.7 | 397.8 | 24.4 | -21.1 | -5.4 |-2.4 | 16.1 | =9.9 | 
| i | { H | 

Percentage | | | | | | 

ee | 1.69% | 2.61% | -3.93% | -3.53%| -13.13%)-6.72%, 17.466 | -9.142 | 

ee es ie Se ee 

OYDER 'S. The table below shows the number of sheep, cattle and horses within and 

INE beyond Goyder's Line in 1927 (just prior to the 1927-29 drought ), 4952 


and 1959. The numbers of sheep and cattle outside Goyder's Line in 1952 
ere only slightly different from the 1927 figures, but have risen steadily in the past 
even years. Within Goyder's Line the numbers rose generally to 1952 and sharply since 
nen, so that the percentage within Goyder's Line has inoreased substantially. This has 
een largely due to the increase in top-dressed pastures. 


The number of horses throughout South Australia has been falling 
beadily since 1936, but the decline has been more rapid within Goyder's Line (only 59% 
f horses now being within this line compared with 72% in 1936). 


Details of livestock for the years 1927, be and 1959 are as follows:—- 


live Within Goyder's Line | Beyond Goyder's Line Percentage within 
ee | ise | i959 | t927_| 1952 | 1959 |= 1927 | 1952] 1959 
|} "000; '000 | '000 | '000 ; 1000 | 1000 | 
R515.) | 8,367.4 | 11,922.7 | 3,027-1 | 3,102.7 | 3,711.6 | 59,87 | 12.95 | 76.26 
attle | 160.5; 288.3 | 396.8) 155-8 | 149.2 | 179-3) 50.75 | 65.90| 68.87 
8) 45 | 19-7) 5-0 | 1867 | 1366 | 70699 | 70.39) 59614 


D.L.J. AITCHISON, 


Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 


Bureau of Census & Statistics, 
68 Grenfel] Street, 
ADELAIDE, 


12th August , 1959. 


